2" Sunday of Advent
December 8, 2024

Immaculate Conception
Is a Holy Day of Obligation
This Monday, December 9, 2024
2:00 pm, Elderwood
4:00 pm, St. Isaac Jogues
5:30 pm, Blessed Sacrament
Sacrament of the Sick
St. Isaac Jogues, Chestertown
Monday, December 16 at 6 pm
Christmas Eve Schedule
4 pm St. Isaac Jogues
6 pm Blessed Sacrament
Christmas Day Schedule
11 am St. Isaac Jogues
Holy Mary Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation
Tuesday, December 31, 2024
4:00 pm, St. Isaac Jogues
5:30 pm, Blessed Sacrament

Weekend Bl. Sac. | St. Isaac

Nov. 24 $2,022 $2,301

Dec. 1 $1,178 $2,067

St. Isaac Jogues

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Kathy
DeBartolo at 518-494-7873

12/7 For all Souls Req Friends of Suffering Souls
12/8 Nicole Marie Falco Req. Maryanne Burke
12/14 All Souls Req Friends of Suffering Souls
Da;ly Mass: Daily Mass Wednesday, December
11t

Diocesan Assessment: We have met our
assessment. Thank you!

Congratulations to Coleman
Swartz on his Confirmation on
Saturday at 10 am.

May the Holy Spirit continue to
nourish him and guide him
through his adult years.

Blessed Sacrament

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Rita
Whitney at 518-338-6858.
12/8 Frank O’Connor

Req. Debbie Sands
12/8 Carol Alcan Req. Dawn Faller
12/9 All those who have passed from this Parish
12/15 Virginia & Carl Horn

Req. Dawn Faller
Prayer Intentions: call Pat Nugent 518-668-2765
Rosary Tuesday’s at 9:30 am.
Daily Mass: is on Thursday, at 9:30 am. Next
Thursday, December 19™ Mass will be followed by
Adoration.
The Diocesan Appeal is ongoing. This appeal pays
for schooling and training for our clergy, deacons,
seminarian formation, hospitals, college chaplains,
and many other operational support systems
necessary to successfully perform all the tasks
required by the Diocese. The assessment for
Blessed Sacrament is $21,043. Wow! To date we
have collected $17,359 with 39 gifts, 83% of our
assessment. Great Job!
To donate online the webpage is:
https://thediocesanappeal.org/donate/

When School is delayed
or cancelled, weekday morning Mass, the

Rosary & Holy Hour are also CANCELLED!

Outreach Ministries

Food Pantry: There is a bin at the entrance of the
church. The need at the pantries has grown
exponentially this year. Please consider giving
weekly to those in need.  This will be brought to
the North Country Ministry. They are especially
looking for items that have pull tabs (no can opener
to use), shelf stable food, also, personal hygiene
products, cleaning products & kid friendly foods.
Christmas Giving Tree: Presents for o
the giving tree were due this weekend.
Please call the office if your package is
delayed.

St. Anne Society: Thank you to all who

participated in sending out care packages to our

young adults last week. A special thank you to all
who baked and or purchased to make this possible.

If you know of someone who would like a
care package, please let the office know.

This ministry is a combined effort of
Blessed Sacrament and St. Isaac Jogues to let our
young adults know that we care for them and are
praying for them. This is a wonderful way to
evangelize and bring forth God’s Grace.
What is Flocknote?

Flocknote is a Q HOCante

communication service < ©SP.T FOUEI Wt US g

by over 9,000 churches (including many in our Diocese)

S0 you can become more connected to the parish

community.

What is it used for?

Some immediate ones include:

+ Sending notifications (emails and/or text messages)
of cancelled events due to bad weather

+ Staying in touch with seasonal parishioners

+ Publishing events

How do I sign up?

Two easy ways:

+ Go to northernpoints.flocknote.com, enter your
name and email and/or phone number, select your
parish from the list, and verify your email address

+ Text “NORTHERN” to 84576 and follow the steps
you receive on your phone

What else comes with it?

Weekly Sermons from Bishop Barron, Bishop Barron’s

Saints & Holy People, and many other wonderful

video’s.

How much does it cost?

We still have a grant that helps to cover the cost of this

wonderful platform to communicate with everyone.

Recognizing God in our Ordinary

Moments

The Straight Path By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
Ten to fifteen years ago the Department of
Transportation decided that it would be fun to give
everyone in my zip code something to complain
about and replaced most of our major intersections
with roundabouts.

This wouldn’t be so irksome, I suppose, if
| understood how to navigate a roundabout. In
theory I do, I’ve read all the rules and I've watched
those cute little YouTube videos where they show
you which car is supposed to go at what time. But
theory and practice are rather different. And the
bottom line is, I never approach a roundabout
without taking a deep, anxious breath and
tightening my grip on the steering wheel, not
entirely sure what my next move should be.

I think of roundabouts every time | hear
today’s Gospel reading, where John the Baptist
echoes Isaiah in beseeching us to make straight the
paths of the Lord. See, I always think I’ve made a
straight path between me and God. | go to Mass. |
go to Confession. | say my prayers.

He can get to me if He wants, | tell myself.

But without realizing it, I put up
roundabouts. | make rules. You go here, God, and
then I go here. I'll do this, God, but first You do
this. You stay in your lane, and | stay in mine.
Eventually I find myself taking a different route
altogether; the road that stretches between me and
Him is too daunting. | start avoiding it.

Sometimes | think God wants the path to
be straight not for Himself but for us. He can
handle a roundabout. But He knows that when we
must run to Him, we have to do it without
thinking. In the dark. In fear, in anxiety.

So, this Advent, beware the roundabouts.
Make straight the path. ©LPi
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