July 26, 2027
17" Sunday in Ordinary Time

17" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field,
which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.” - Mt 13:44

Weekend BI. Sac St. Isaac
7/12/26 $5,761 $4,015
7/19/26 $1,980
Utilities $771

Bishop Mark O’Connell

A

me’

>

Blessed Sacrament

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Rita Whitney at
518-338-6858

7/26 Anna Schwerman Req. Debbie Sands

7/26 Anne Helmstetter Req. Kathy Zarcone

7/26 Alfred Franz Req. Tom & Rita Whitney

7/26 Bob Putt Req. Dolores Putt

7/26 John Vega Req. The Family

7/26 All Souls Req. The Schuster Family

8/2 Joseph Funaro Req. Ann Funaro & Family

8/2 Michael Schuster Req. The Schuster Family
8/2 Lenny Robelotto Req. Bolton Friends

8/2 All Souls Req. The Schuster Family

Prayer Intentions: call Pat Nugent 518-668-2765
Rosary: Tuesdays at 9:00 am.

Daily Mass Thursday, July 30™, at 9:30 am.

St. Isaac Jogues

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call the office
518-824-1176.

7/25 Bill Burgess Req. Wife & Daughters

7/26 Intentions of the Parishioners

8/1 Mass Intention Available

8/2 Richard Konig Req. Tom & Sue Sliva

Daily Mass Wednesday, July 29" at 9:30 am in the
parish center.

Fall Frolic: will be held on Sunday, September 13
from 2:00 pm till 4:30 pm, at the North Warren
Snowmobile Club on Knapp Hill. We are seeking
donations of themed baskets or gift certificates that can
be included in our basket raffle. Baskets & Gifts
certificates due by August 23, Your generosity helps
make this event a success and is greatly appreciated.
Tickets for our 50/50 raffle are available before and after
Masses. Thank you for your support!

Dominican Retreat & Conference Center
1945 Union St., Niskayuna, NY 12309
Emotional & Spiritual Grounding for Caregivers

Thursday, August 27", 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Offered both In-Person & Online via Zoom
Caregiving asks more than time and energy-it asks us to
remain present in moments that can feel uncertain,
overwhelming, or emotionally complex. This program
invites caregivers to explore what it means to stay
grounded not only emotionally, but spiritually,
remaining engaged with both self and God in the midst
of daily demands. Participants will leave with practical
tools and a deeper sense of how to remain present
without feeling depleted. Led by Dr. Susan Barber
Skinner. In-person cost at the conference center is $35.
Online via Zoom cost $25. Phone 518-393-4169 or
dsleny@nybiz.rr.com.

Cluster Events

Bishop Mark O’Connell Visit: A heartfelt thank
you to everyone who helped make Bishop Mark’s
visit such a warm and welcoming experience.
Whether you cleaned, painted, gardened, cooked,
set up, took down, prepared the bulletin board,
created the welcome sign, provided beautiful
flowers, or helped in any other way, your generosity
and dedication were truly appreciated.

Your time, talents, and hospitality reflected the
spirit of our parishes and to help make Bishop Mark
feel at home. Thank you for sharing your gifts and
for all you do for our parish communities.

St. Anne’s Society: Thank you to everyone who
supported the bake sale fundraiser at Blessed
Sacrament! Thanks to your generosity, $729 was
raised to support this wonderful ministry.

St. Isaac Jogues will host its bake sale on Sunday,
August 9th, following the 9:00 a.m. Mass. The
proceeds help cover the cost of supplies and
shipping for the care packages sent six times each
year to our young adults who are away at college or
in post-secondary education.

Be sure to stop by after Mass on August 9™, enjoy
some delicious homemade baked goods, and
support this meaningful ministry!

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF ST. PAUL
MISSION APPEAL August 1-2, 2026

The Missionary Society of St. Paul (MSP) is a
congregation of priests founded in Nigeria in 1977.
The Society now has 300 priests. They are working
in eleven countries of Africa, (South Africa,
Malawi, Botswana, Cameroon, Liberia, Chad,
Central African Republic, The Gambia, Nigeria,
Kenya, and Southern Sudan. They have over 140
seminarians in Nigeria.

Their missions in rural parts of Africa provide
food and support for children. They run elementary
schools to cater for the educational needs of
children from poor families and assist young people
with vocational training. They need funds to: 1)
provide freshwater wells, and health care in rural
communities; 2) Sponsoring seminarians, our future
priests; 3) Supporting priests in the
founding/building of new churches. Your prayers
and financial support will be a great encouragement
to the Missionary Society of St. Paul. May God
bless you!

Find out more about them on www.mspfathers.org

Recognizing God in Our Ordinary

Choosing Heaven

My children often ask me questions about
Heaven. What does Heaven look like? Is there
nighttime in Heaven? Do you get hungry in
Heaven? Are there oceans in Heaven? Will we
feel bored in Heaven?

My answer is almost always the same: “I can’t
tell you for sure.” I guess I didn’t realize how little
we actually know about Heaven until I had kids
who were obsessed with hearing the details.

But accepting human ignorance is liberating in a
way, because it allows me to see clearly — and
cling wholeheartedly to — the three things I do
know for sure: Heaven is where God is, and Hell
is where He isn’t, and it’s completely my decision
where [ want to be.

The choice, you see, is everything.

We need to pay attention to how Jesus describes
the kingdom of Heaven in his parables. It is, he
tells us, a treasure — but a treasure buried in a
field owned by someone else. It is a beautiful pearl
— and a very expensive pearl. It is a bountiful
yield — one which must be carefully, even
painstakingly sifted through.

It’s so easy to imagine the delight of the man
who finds the treasure, who encounters the pearl,
who hauls the bursting net aboard, just as it is easy
to call ourselves followers of Christ, to hang a
Rosary from our windshield and go to Mass.

It’s less easy, and a great deal more
uncomfortable, to contemplate what comes next:
the sacrifice, the commitment, the perseverance
through uncertainty.

Heaven is an incredible stroke of luck — one
that requires a good deal of follow-through. We
can never earn it, but we must choose it. Again,
and again and again, we must choose it.
©OLPi By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
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Blessing for Our Parish

Dear God,

Pour Your blessing upon our parish, in need
of Your renewal and inspiration.

Prune the places that need pruning and pour
fresh grace and courage into our midst.
Help us to find You and, with great joy,
follow You wholeheartedly. Amen. ©LPi
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