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       Bishop Mark O’Connell  
     We are pleased to announce that Bishop Mark 

O’Connell will join us for Mass on Sunday, July 

26th. 

     Mass at St. Isaac Jogues Parish will be 

celebrated at 8:30 a.m., and Mass at Blessed 

Sacrament Church will be celebrated at 11:00 am.   

     We look forward to welcoming Bishop Mark 

and sharing this special day together as a faith 

community. 

  A reception will follow after both Masses. 

 

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Rita 

Whitney at 518-338-6858 

7/12 Alfred Franz Req. Anne Kenna 

7/12 James Ulaky Req. John D. Koch 

7/12 John Abraham Req. The Schuster Family 

7/12 John Consaga Req. Tom & Karen McGurl 

7/12 All Souls Req. The Schuster Family 

7/19 Alfred Franz Req. Wilma Rizzi 

7/19 Fred Yen Req. Maureen Mihalics 

7/19 All Souls Req. The Schuster Family 

7/26 Anna Schwerman Req. Debbie Sands 

7/26 Anne Helmstetter Req. Kathy Zarcone 

7/26 Alfred Franz Req. Tom & Rita Whitney 

7/26 Bob Putt Req. Dolores Putt 

7/26 John Vega Req. The Family 

7/26 All Souls Req. The Schuster Family 

Prayer Intentions: call Pat Nugent 518-668-2765 

Rosary: Tuesdays at 9:00 am. 

Daily Mass Thursday, July 16th, at 9:30 am 

followed by Adoration.  

Thursday, July 23rd at 9:30 am.   

The Committee for Bishop Mark’s visit will meet 

on Monday, July 20th at 6:30 pm.        

St. Anne’s Society:  is a Catholic women’s 

organization focused on parish service and spiritual 

growth encompassing Blessed Sacrament and St. 

Isaac Jogues Churches.  The group sends out care 

packages to our young adults in post-secondary 

education to let them know we care for them and 

pray for them.   

   St. Anne’s Society is hosting a bake sale 

fundraiser after Mass today at Blessed Sacrament 

and at St. Isaac Jogues on August 9th.  Money raised 

is used for supplies and shipping costs for the care 

packages sent six times a year.  Stop by to take 

home a delicious baked goods and donate to this 

wonderful ministry.   

 

Virtues Explained 
Generosity is a hallmark of Christian discipleship. 

Christ placed our needs above his own, so we 

likewise place the needs of others above our own. 

Our concern for our brothers and sisters must be 

evident not just in what we do but in how we do it 

— with cheerfulness and love. 

 

 

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call the office 

518-824-1176. 

7/11 Bill Burgess Req. Wife & Daughters 

7/12 Miranda Kolakowski Req. St. Isaac Jogues 

7/12 John Hildreth Req. Gary Kolakowski  

7/12 Robert Carney Req. St. Isaac Jogues 

7/18 Kathy Barlow McCann Req. Bernie McCann 

7/19 Jerry Merkel Req. Janet Early 

7/25 Bill Burgess Req. Wife & Daughters 

7/26 Intentions of the Parishioners  

Daily Mass Wednesday, July 15th & July 22nd at 

9:30 am in the parish center.  

Fall Frolic: will be held on Sunday, September 13th 

from 2:00 pm till 4:30 pm, at the North Warren 

Snowmobile Club on Knapp Hill. We are seeking 

donations of themed baskets or gift certificates that 

can be included in our basket raffle. Your 

generosity helps make this event a success and is 

greatly appreciated. Tickets for our 50/50 raffle are 

available before and after Masses. Thank you for 

your support! 

The Committee for Bishop Mark’s visit will set 

up for the reception on Saturday, July 25th at 10:00 

am.  We will set up outside, in addition to the inside 

in case it rains.  

Cleaning Crew:  Our dedicated Cleaning Crew has 

taken on the task of cleaning the cement walls in 

our church.  If you look at the entrance as you 

leave, you’ll notice the amazing difference their 

hard work has already made!  

   They will continue this project this Tuesday July 

14th from 10:00 am to 11:30 am focusing on the 

walls.  The following week, Tuesday, July 21st from 

10:00 am to 11:30 they will tackle general cleaning 

and other tasks. 

   What a wonderful gift this crew is giving our 

parish by helping to beautify our church!  If you 

have a little time to spare, please consider joining 

them.  Together, we can help keep our church 

beautiful for generations to come.   

Buildings & Maintenance Committee: There is 

always something happening behind the scenes! 

Recently, committee members completed several 

projects, including painting the Parish Center door, 

the signpost, the light posts, the handrail, and the 

sacristy closet; resealing the church doors; and 

repairing the handicap-accessible ramp. Thank you 

for your faithful stewardship and willingness to 

serve. 

 

Dominican Retreat & Conference Center 

1945 Union St., Niskayuna, NY 12309 

Emotional & Spiritual Grounding for Caregivers 

Thursday, August 27th, 10:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Offered both In-Person & Online via Zoom 

Caregiving asks more than time and energy-it asks us 

to remain present in moments that can feel uncertain, 

overwhelming, or emotionally complex. This program 

invites caregivers to explore what it means to stay 

grounded not only emotionally, but spiritually, 

remaining engaged with both self and God in the midst 

of daily demands.  Participants will leave with practical 

tools and a deeper sense of how to remain present 

without feeling depleted.  Led by Dr. Susan Barber 

Skinner.  In-person cost at the conference center is $35.  

Online via Zoom cost $25.  Phone 518-393-4169 or 

dslcny@nybiz.rr.com. 

The Gardener and the Soil 

   I began writing this piece by googling “how do you 

make soil fertile?” which should tell you everything 

you need to know about my own abilities as a 

gardener. 

    I remember seeing a packet of seeds in the store one 

summer as a child and convincing my mother to buy 

them. They were delphiniums, which bloom into a 

beautiful cone shape if you know what you’re doing. 

Alas, I didn’t. I chose for my garden a particularly dry 

spot of earth right next to my backyard playset, 

scattered the seeds, congratulated myself, and went on 

my merry way. I returned occasionally to water the 

area, but only when I remembered to. 

   Nothing grew, not even a little sprout. I was more 

than heartbroken — my faith was shaken. I had planted 

these seeds! I had watered them! (A little.) There was 

sunlight! All my childhood books and rhymes said this 

was all you needed. Was it all a lie? 

   Of course it wasn’t a lie. Seeds need soil, sunlight, 

water, and oxygen — good soil, adequate sunlight for 

whatever the plant is, and consistent water.  

   So, what seeds need more than anything is a 

gardener. (At least, delphiniums do.)  

   When I hear the parable of the rich soil and the rocky 

ground in the Gospel of Matthew, I often miss the 

point. I think Jesus is trying to give me a message 

about how I should be. “Be better.” That’s what I think 

he’s telling me.  

   I forget that I am only the soil. I cannot enrich 

myself; all my efforts to do so will come to nothing. 

What he is telling me is to ask the gardener: “Make me 

what I need to be.”  

LPi  By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 
 

Weekend Bl. Sac St. Isaac 

7/5/26 $2,197 $4,015 

July 12 & July 19, 2026 

15th & 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
St. Isaac Jogues Blessed Sacrament Gospel Mediation 

Cluster Events 

Recognizing God in Our Ordinary 

Moments 


