3" Sunday of Lent

March 23, 2025

THIRD SUNDAY OF/

L
i/

Temporary Mass Times

Cover Is Incorrect
Saturday: 4 pm, St. Isaac Jogues
Sunday, 8 am, St. Isaac Jogues
Sunday, 9:30 am, St. Cecilia’s
Sunday, 11 am, Blessed Sacrament

Weekend

BI. Sac.

St. Isaac

March 16%

$868

$1,572

2"d Collections

3/30/25 Catholic Relief Services
4/6/25 Easter Flower Donation

(Don’t forget to add in memory or in honor of.)

ENT

St. Isaac Joques

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Kathy
DeBartolo at 518-257-0816 (New Number)

3/22 John Lange Req. Rounds/DeBartolo Family
4/5 All Souls Req. Friends of Suffering Souls

Daily Mass: Wednesday, in the Parish Center at
9:30 am

Cinco de Mayo: it will be on Saturday, May 3"
There is a meeting on Wednesday, March 26" at 5
pm. Please join us to help plan this fabulous event.

Blessed Sacrament

Intentions & Mass Cards: Please call Rita
Whitney at 518-338-6858.

3/23 & 3/30 Mass Intentions are available.
Prayer Intentions: call Pat Nugent 518-668-2765
Rosary Tuesday’s at 9:30 am.

Daily Mass: Thursday, March 20" at 9:30 am
followed by Adoration.

Diocesan Appeal: Wow! We have collected
$17,654 of our assessment of $21,043. We have
only $3,389 more to go. Thank you for your
generous support. This important appeal helps to
pay for our seminarians’ education.

Qutreach Ministries

Food Pantries: There is a bin at the entrance of the
churches. The need at the pantries has grown
exponentially this year. Please consider giving
weekly to those in need.

North Country Ministry: is thrilled to be hosting
their Spring Fundraiser, "Black, White, & Green All
Over" at Fort William Henry's Carriage House
again this year on Friday, May 16th from 6 pm - 10
pm. Join them for an evening of fun, dancing, chef-
inspired cuisine, cocktails, and a live
auction. Tickets are $150 for non-reserved seating
or $175 for a reserved seat. For more information or
to purchase tickets, please visit
www.northcountryministry.org/blackwhitegreen

North Country Ministry is also hosting a

Raffle for a Hornbeck Custom 10'6" Ultralight Pack
Canoe. Raffle tickets are 1 for $20 or 3 for $50. All
proceeds will benefit NCM and the work they do
for rural Warren County. There will only be 500
tickets sold, and the winner will be chosen on the
night of our Spring Fundraiser. To purchase tickets,
please visit bit.ly/ncmcanoeraffle

Lenten Evening of Song & Retreat with Dan
Schutte: March 28t & 29t

Composer Dan Schutte, whose music includes
“Here I am, Lord’ along with more than 150 other
hymns, will lead a two-hour Lenten evening of song
on March 28 beginning at 7 pm at Christ the King
Church, 20 Sumter Ave., Albany. Hosted by the
Ignatian VVolunteer Corps Albany. Mr. Schutte will
also lead a Lenten retreat from 9:30 am-12:30 pm
on March 29" at Christ the King. Admission is $15
each day or $25 admission for both days. Ticket
and sponsorship information can be found at
Www.ivcusa.org/Schutte. For more information
about this event, email AlbanyNY @ivcusa.org.

A

VITA - Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (Free Tax
Return Preparation for Qualifying Taxpayers) will
be at St. Cecilia’s every Friday and Saturday in
March, also selected Tuesday’s. This is free tax
assistance for families and individuals whose
household income is $67,000 or less per year. Call
1-800-211-5128 to schedule an appointment.

Cluster Events

Please make sure you have an updated program.
Blessed Sacrament at 5 pm
Friday’s, till Good Friday, Stations of the Cross,
St. Cecilia’s after the 9:30 am Mass.
Sunday’s, till Good Friday, Stations of the Cross,
St. Cecilia’s
This Tues, 3/25, Lenten Retreat Night.
“Snacks for the Journey”
at 5:30 pm, Soup Supper, 6:30 pm,
Program with Maureen Billa.
St. Isaac Jogues
Tues, 4/1, Cluster Reconciliation, at 5:00 pm,
Soup/Salad Supper. Reconciliation at 5:45 pm.
St. Isaac Jogues
Mon, 4/7, Mary’s Way of the Cross
St. Cecilia’s
Tues, 4/8, Movie, “The Staircase”, 5 pm.
St. Cecilia’s
TaiChi & QiGong Class
Mondays, 5/5/25 to 6/23/25
7 pmto 8 pm
Narthex
Unless there are too many people,
then it will be held in the Hall.

Recognizing God in

our Ordinary Moments

Mini Reflection: What I love most about our
Savior is that he didn’t — doesn’t — give up on
us. “Give me more time,” he says to the Master.
“I can still fix this one.”

The Patient Gardener

I have garden beds on the side of my house
that I don’t deserve.

When we bought the property, this was one of
the features that was highlighted in the listing.
“Professional landscaping! Tri-level garden beds that
bask in the southern exposure!”

But I’'m so terrible at weeding these garden
beds — they become overgrown quickly, and I shudder
to imagine what the previous owners would think of
me if they drove by. I’'m afraid they would write me
off as lazy or disinterested, when really, I’'m just
exhausted and busy. Every time | try to garden, one of
my little assistant gardeners runs near the road and |
must abandon the project to save them.

So, my husband, bless his heart, is the savior
of these garden beds. He goes out there in the cool of
the evening to pluck up the weeds that threaten to
overtake this beautiful little garden. Patiently and
tenderly, he restores it to a presentable state. Without
him, they would be lost.

Perhaps | love these garden beds so much
because | identify with them. If | were a garden, |
would also be a mess, and people who have no time for
messes would write me off as hopeless. We all need a
savior to stick up for us, to come and quietly prune the
unsightly growths that have taken root in our souls and
turn the soil that has sat undisturbed for too long.

What | love most about our Savior is that he
didn’t — doesn’t — give up on us. “Give me more
time,” he says to the Master. “I can still fix this one.”
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